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The Blue Gray Ball Is Back! 
 
The first Blue Gray Ball in several years will be held on Saturday, January 8, 2022, 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 
p.m., at 9325 Main Street, in Plymouth, CA. At last, a chance to dance the night away while showing off 
your dress uniforms and finest silks and laces! 
 
There will be a dessert potluck and non-alcoholic drinks available—you are welcome to bring whatever 
else you may wish to drink. The evening will begin with the Presentation of the Debutantes, and all young 
ladies between 14 and 18 are invited to participate. They will need a white period ball gown and a male 
escort—father, brother, or whoever else would like to do the honors. 

The downstairs room will be used as a reception area, and will have tables for the desserts and drinks. No 
food or drink will be allowed on the upstairs dance floor, and if you wish to smoke, you will need to do it 
outside. The upstairs room will be used for dancing, and the music will be provided by a live band. 
Please, gentlemen, no hobnails on the dance floor.  

There are two restrooms, but neither is large enough to be considered “accessible.” If that is an issue, 
there will be others available at the hotel across the street. There are a number of hotels nearby for those 
who wish to stay overnight. (Note: if you wish to contact the Shenandoah Hotel, you will need to call the 
phone number on their website, rather than reserve online.) 

There will be no mask requirement or any other COVID-19 precautions. 

For more information, please contact Jon Nickerson-Tremayne at (707) 320-3490 or 
tremor1863@yahoo.com. For information on the Presentation of the Debutantes, please contact Lynne 
Ashby at (408)267-3118 or vicki_ashby@comcast.net. 

Please join us for the return of this wonderful event! 
 

 



Ladies, here is something to get you in the mood for that new ball gown! 
 

Why Hand Sew Buttonholes? 
 
During the Civil War period, almost all buttonholes were sewn by hand.1 When buttonholes are sewn with 
the buttonhole stitch it prevents the buttonhole from fraying and reinforces the opening. 
 
How is it Done? 
 
1. Align the buttonhole in the direction of stress placed on the button. Buttonholes on the front of coats 

and dresses are vertical. Sleeve and shoulder strap buttonholes are horizontal. The buttonhole begins 
one button length from the edge of the garment. The length of the buttonhole is slightly longer than 
the button’s diameter. Mark the buttonhole on the fabric. 

2. Cut the buttonhole with embroidery or buttonhole scissors. 
3. Using regular thread for fine fabrics and buttonhole twist for heavier fabrics, with needle and thread, 

overcast edge of buttonhole. 
 
4. Place fabric over finger and beginning near one end, sew around the buttonhole with buttonhole 

stitches, spacing stitches two threads apart. Use care around ends.  
 
To make the buttonhole stitch, “The needle must go in on the wrong side, and be brought out on the 
right, five threads down. To make the stitch, the needle is passed through the loop, before it is 
tightened or drawn close” (Shep 35). 
 
“Observe that you keep your work evenly by the thread, and do not turn the corners too soon; the 
needle should be put in between every two threads, else the work will not be thick enough” (A Lady 
3). 
 

5. To finish, weave thread under the completed stitches on the wrong side of the garment. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
1 Henry Alonzo House invented a commercial buttonhole machine in 1862, but its use was reserved primarily for military 
clothing production during the Civil War. (Bridgeport History Links) 
 



COVID-19 Safety 
 
The following letter has been received by the Administrative Board. The sender’s name has been withheld 
for reasons of privacy. 
 
It should be noted that the Administrative Board has considered the issues addressed in this letter. 
 
Mr. Skott Borello and Administrative Board of the National Civil War Association (NCWA): 
 
As a responsible member of the NCWA I must voice my concern about the upcoming Blue and Grey Ball 

scheduled for January 2022. My concern is that there will be no safety precautions put in place at the ball. 

At the very least those organizing this ball should encourage all the safety precautions to prevent being 

infected with and spreading the COVID virus. Social distancing, temperature taking and wearing of masks 

should be encouraged. 
 
Close contact without any precautions is what led to an outbreak at the church I attend. Twenty-one 

people from our congregation contracted the virus and some are still recovering from that incident, and I 

am one of those people.  
 
Should we at least encourage preventive measures that would help stop the spread of COVID we might be 

held to a lesser degree of negligence should anyone contract the virus at this ball/ dance and decide to take 

legal action against the club. 
 
I seek no higher office, rank or any position of leadership but am solely concerned for all the members 

and spectators that attend NCWA events or gatherings.  
 
We can no longer depend on the healthy environment we once took for granted in our country, state and 

local communities but must be cautious and responsible. I urge the Administrative Board to implement 

and encourage safety precautions and consider the safety of all who attend the Blue and Grey Ball. 
 
Thank you for considering any of my suggestions. 
 
 
To the NCWA membership, 
 
This week, the above letter was sent to the Admin Board expressing concerns about the handling of the 

Blue & Gray Ball set for 1/8/22 relating to the Covid situation. 
 
While I respect and appreciate those concerns, I feel the criticisms expressed are a bit unfair. In the 

notifications already sent out, it has been made clear that protocols will not be required or enforced. 

It is the responsibility of the Admin Board to provide or not provide a ball event for the organization. Not 

to be enforcers of mandates of this ongoing situation. 
 
The Covid problem has been going on for two years now, and people have had ample time to come to 

grips with how they have chosen to handle it and what they feel comfortable or responsible doing about it. 

The little information sent out so far about the Ball has given sufficient knowledge for each individual to 

decide to participate or not, depending upon their own personal convictions. 
 
The alternative newsletter To the Colors requested that anybody not feeling well should please stay home. 

The email sent out by the Secretary stated that more information would be available in the November 

Dispatch. If anything was posted on Facebook it should be taken as unofficial opinion at best. 
 
A letter of criticism could have at least waited to see what further information would be provided. 
 
This ball is being provided to the members through the generosity of one individual, and a FEW people 

who have stepped forward to help. If the membership at large would feel better about things like taking 

temperature readings at the door, then by all means...Bring the equipment, donate your time to operate it, 



and confront people who may have an elevated temperature (who probably will since they will be wearing 

heavy period clothing and have just walked to the door from a heated car or from around the block from 

where they are staying), and then be prepared to tell them they have to return the hundred miles they 

drove to get there! 
 
The effectiveness of face coverings is controversial at best and some people believe they help and some 

don't. Being 'vaccinated' is pretty much the same thing. Vaccinated people get sick and some people get 

sick from vaccinated people (I did). Everybody has their own beliefs about all of this so we are not going 

to be able to provide assurances no matter how it is handled. This Ball is not a required activity, not a 

'Rank-Ratio' event, and nobody is making anybody go. 
 
So again, attending this or any other event or activity provided to this membership boils down to each 

individual making their own decision if they feel safe enough to participate. Not much different than 

going to the store, really. 
 
I would like to thank the individual who brought this before the NCWA Admin Board, and I am sure 

there are quite a few who have similar feelings on this matter.  Hopefully they can understand my (and I 

presume the rest of the board officers) position on this. 
 
No matter what each of you decide on how to handle this, I sincerely hope and pray that all have a 

wonderful and blessed holiday season. 
 
Most respectfully,  

Skott Borello 

 

It should be pointed out that Facebook is not an appropriate method of communication with the NCWA, 
but is rather a social platform. Not everyone sees Facebook, and if that is used as an official means of 
communication, some people will not be informed. If you would like information to be shared with the 
club in general you are welcome to post it on Facebook, but please also contact a member of the 
Administrative Board, and it can be sent as an email or included in The Dispatch. Contact information for 
the Administrative Board and company commanders is available at ncwa1863.org.  
 
 

 
 



From the President 
 
Hello there NCWA, 
 

 I want to take a moment to thank all of you that have stuck with us these last two years. 
Being this club's president during this time has been an interesting challenge. Keeping 
folks inspired when activities are infrequent ain't all that easy. It’s even more challenging 
to make stuff happen when the world wants you to stop trying. Oh well. I reckon we've 
made it so far. With all of you on board, I'm sure we can make it the rest of the way too! 
 

The work of keeping our reenacting world is far from over. We have a good schedule for 
next year, and hopefully the incoming Board will do all that they can to provide the 
NCWA with a fun, safe and successful year of Living History events and memories. It 
really should be noted that the unit commanders are the true leaders of our organization. 
Sure, the Admin Board and the Branch Commanders (mayor & colonels) put things 
together and manage the events, but it takes the leaders at the company level to inspire 
their people to show up in the first place. They are the front line of making any event 
happen, and more importantly...worthwhile. 
 

We have a good schedule for the next season, and I am really looking forward to what we 
all can accomplish in 2022. So...COs, keep your people inspired! There will be a telephone 
conference Board meeting in a week or so, and hopefully some of you will be interested 
enough in next year to call in and give your input. I hope to gather suggestions and 
feedback from members to give the 2022 Admin Board tools to help make the coming year 
as smooth and enjoyable as possible. 
 

Again, thanks to all the NCWA for all you have done, and allowing me to be part of it. 
 

 Respectfully,  
Skott Borello 

 



Candidate Statements for 2022 NCWA 

Election  
 

Important note regarding the following Statements:  
The name with an asterisk did not submit a new statement, and pursuant to NCWA Bylaws 
Article 4, Section 8, Terms of Office: Each director shall hold office for a period of two (2) 
years and until the next meeting for election of the board of directors as specified in these 
bylaws, and until his or her successor is elected and qualifies.  (The term has been 
changed to one year, correction is pending.) 
 

Members over 18 years old can vote for Admin and Brigade candidates. 
All members over 14 years old can only vote for Brigade candidates. 
Your envelope will contain the appropriate number of ballots and return envelopes. 
 

Administrative Board 
President 
 

Dear NCWA members,  
If you would like for me to be the club President again, I am ready to continue the job. All 
of you will hopefully have a great coming year. 
 
Respectfully, 
Skott Borello 
 

Vice-President 
 

Members of the NCWA, 
My name is Midirise Arnold and I would like to put my name forward as a candidate for 
Vice President. I have been a member of the NCWA for many years. Many of you know 
me and that I am very familiar with the position and responsibilities of the Vice President, 
having held the position in the past.  I look forward to working with everyone in planning 
our events and scenarios for us all to enjoy. Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Midirise Arnold 
 

Treasurer 
 

Marcelo Pontin* 
 

Secretary 
 

Hello, My name is Paola Loupe, I’m presenting this letter of intent for Secretary. 



You may know my husband, Darren from the 9th Virginia Cavalry; we’ve been reenacting 
for the past seven years and strongly believe in keeping history alive through volunteering 
our time and dedication. 
I’ve been a Human Resources Director for seven years and in the field for seventeen. I 
believe this background along with my organizational and interpersonal skills are what a 
Secretary needs to be successful. Thank you for your time and support and I hope I can 
count on your vote. 

 
 
 

Once again I would like to throw my kepi into the ring for the position of Secretary. I am 
still having fun, even more so now that we have actually started to have events again. It is 
essentially the same job I did in my working life—handling correspondence, taking 
minutes at meetings, publishing a newsletter and running a website for an educational 
501(c)3. Being retired, I have plenty of time to devote to these activities and would like to 
keep on doing them.  
 

Melani Van Petten         
Norfolk Light Artillery Blues 

CSA       

	
	
As your Secretary I would like to streamline the membership process to facilitate new 
sign-ups at events. This could be done by each Unit Commander with a simple one or two 
page form. I will get Unit Rosters out in a timely manner so that the Commanders can be 
aware of who is in their unit and have the info to contact them. 
I would like to send membership forms to existing members to encourage them to sign up 
early. This will aid in budgeting the Club expenses, especially our insurance which has to 
be paid early in the year. I will look for a way to do this online to minimize handling 
paper. 
The Dispatch has been an important tool for communication and I want to utilize it to keep 
everyone up to date on events, Board Meeting minutes, and anything else of value to the 
membership. 
 

Jon Nickerson-Tremayne 

 

Confederate Brigade 

Colonel  

Dear comrades,  



Please allow me to ask for another year as your commander. It's been my great honor and I 
will double my efforts to serve this battalion with all my ability.  

As. your humble servant 
 
Jon Nickerson-Tremayne 
 
Lt. Colonel 
 

Hello members of the NCWA Confederate Brigade 
 

My name is Robert J. Mayer. I am running for the position of confederate brigade Lt. Col. 
For those that do not know me I have been involved in Civil War reenacting since I have 
been the age of 14. In the time I have been a reenactor I have done artillery, infantry, and 
was one of the riders for CHAS. There was even a time when I moved to Kentucky and 
had the opportunity to reenact on or near some of the actual battlefields back east. Some of 
the units I have been a member of I have had the honor to command and also grow the 
unit. As the confederate LT. Col I would work with and help the commanding Col with 
what they needed help with. I would also help with growing the brigade and the club. So 
without further adieu I would like to put my name in for confederate brigade LT. Col and I 
hope to have your support and vote. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Your humble servant 
Robert J. Mayer 
 

Major 
 

About	a	year	ago,	some	friends	of	mine	thought	it	would	be	funny	to	write	me	in	for	
Confederate	Sergeant	Major.	Since	no	one	else	was	running,	I	won	the	election	with	
something	like	three	or	four	votes.	However,	what	my	friends	intended	as	a	joke,	I	
saw	as	an	opportunity	and	I	chose	to	accept	the	position.		After	all,	I	had	served	as	
Confederate	Sergeant	Major	in	the	NCWA	before	and	I	had	done	a	good	job.	So,	that’s	
how	this	guy	many	of	you	didn’t	even	know	a	year	ago	ended	up	standing	next	to	the	
commander	at	the	morning	dress	parades	barking	orders	at	you	for	the	past	year.			
	
I’ve	worked	with	many	of	you	in	the	infantry	over	this	past	year	on	your	drill,	
teaching	the	basics	to	the	newbies	and	fine	tuning	the	details	with	the	more	
experienced.		I	believe	I	have	shown	that	I	am	knowledgeable	and	capable	in	a	
leadership	role	in	the	Confederate	infantry	battalion.		
		
	Recently,	I	was	asked	to	consider	taking	on	the	role	of	Chief	of	Infantry	rather	than	
Sergeant-Major.		After	giving	it	some	thought,	I	have	chosen	to	toss	my	hat	into	the	
ring.		



			
	In	addition	to	being	a	founding	member	of	the	NCWA,	I	am	a	member	of	the	ACWA	
and	an	organizer	of	several	campaigner	events.		I	hope	to	use	this	position;	not	only	
to	improve	the	NCWA,	but	also	to	increase	the	level	of	cooperation	between	different	
segments	of	the	hobby,	something	that	is	critical	is	these	COVID	times	in	order	to	
maximize	attendance	at	events.		I	would	appreciate	your	vote	for	Confederate	Chief	of	
Infantry.		
		
Yours	Truly,	
Eric	Paape	
	
	

Federal Brigade 
Chief of Staff 
Members of the Federal Brigade—once again I'd like to run for the position of Lt. Colonel 
/Chief of Staff. Thank you for your support. 

Nelson Snook  

No other Federal bids were received 

Civilian Brigade 
 

Mayor 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Civilian Corps,  
I am placing my name on the ballot for the position of Mayor once again.  I am truly 
hoping that we have an active reenactment season in 2022.  I look forward to seeing 
everyone in 2022, and serving as your mayor of it pleases the membership. 
 
Lynne Ashby 
 

Vice Mayor 
I, Debra Johnson am again running for the position of Vice-Mayor. I have served for a 
number of years and would like to continue to represent the members of Civilian Town as 
Vice-Mayor. I will work closely with the Mayor in whatever capacity is required. Thank 
you for your vote. 
 

Town Clerk 
I am Susan Pfiefer, and I would like to serve as Town Clerk.  As an NCWA member for 
the past 20+ years, most seasons I have attended every event. I enjoy being a part of 
Centerville, our Civilian Town.  I have been your Town Clerk for the past couple years 
and would be honored to serve again during 2022. 

 
 



After Action Report:  

San Benito Civil War Days at Tres Piños,  
2021 

By Scott Spence, Event Coordinator 
 
After a COVID-induced hiatus, the National Civil War Association returned to the San Benito County 

Historical Park in Tres Piños for a very successful event. 
 

I first have to acknowledge the physical absence of Becky Thompson, our beloved “Soap Lady” and the 

coordinator for the previous two Civil War Days. She worked really hard to build this event into what it 

has become. The original plan was for me to help her this year; her passing landed the responsibility for 

the event in the laps of myself and Wes Leiser, Vice President of the San Benito County Historical 

Society. I can only hope Becky would be proud of what all involved accomplished this year. 

 

Friday’s school day had approximately 200 participants who visited twelve stations on two loops. Both 

loops had medical impressions, which were a big hit with the kids. Also featured were stations on signal 

flags, infantry, dismounted cavalry, artillery, Confederate Marines, Navy, mourning customs, and 

embalming. A big thank you to Midirise Arnold who, with her usual skill, recruited the school day 

presenters, and organized the students into groups. 

 

The NCWA received many generous donations from the schools and homeschooling families who 

attended the school day. I have received emails AND CARDS thanking us for a wonderful experience. 

 

Our hosts, The San Benito County Historical Society, reaped the benefits of their improved marketing 

campaign and budget; 219 members of the public attended on Saturday and Sunday, and from initial 

accounting, the Historical Society turned a good profit on the event. 

 

The battles were greatly helped by the presence of three cannons, especially Flo the 3-inch Ordinance 

Rifle, which managed to cause screams of delight among the children in the crowd. And set off every car 

alarm in the parking lot! Thanks also to the Norfolk Light Artillery Blues for bringing Goliath, and the 

CSA Marines of the ACWA for bringing their mountain howitzer. 

 

Due to the amount of donations we received, cannon bounties were made available this year. 

 

Though the number of battle participants was not as large as it could have been, many of 

the reenactors told me of how much they enjoyed the interactions with the public. The people who came 

Saturday and Sunday were curious and quite enthusiastic to experience what we, as an organization, can 

provide. 

 

Among the units participating were the 7th West Virginia, the 71st Pennsylvania, the James River 

Squadron, the Norfolk Light Artillery Blues, the Federal Artillery Reserve, the 15th Alabama Field 

Hospital, and from the ACWA, the CSA Marines, the South Carolina Sharpshooters, and 28th 

Massachusetts. My apologies if I left anyone out. 

 

I owe Joe Cedillo a debt of gratitude; Joe did triple duty as Battlefield Announcer, Drill Sergeant for 

Saturday morning’s public participation infantry drill, and officiated at Becky Thompson’s memorial 

service on Sunday. 



 
Becky was greatly loved in our community and the outpouring of love and memories was hopefully a 
balm for her husband Ken. 

 
I do hope more of you can make it out next year.  Tres Piños is a delightful event, at a well-preserved 
historical site, with wonderful and enthusiastic hosts. 
 

 

ß 
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